The Blind Man Who
Did Not Want to See
Titanic by Teemu Nikki
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May the heavens watch over

those in love

Who hasn’t seen the classic film “Titanic”?
Jaako is a film fanatic, especially fond of John
Carpenter’s works. But his DVD collection remains
on the bookshelf, gathering dust... After losing
his sight to illness, watching movies is reduced
to glimmers of light and shadow. The addition of
multiple sclerosis has also caused paralysis in his
lower body, confining him to a wheelchair and
limiting his ability to go out. In his dreams, he
often reminisces about his love for running using
his legs.

“Were you runing?” Waking up from his
dreams, the happiest moments of Jaako’s days
come from the voice on the other end of the
phone—his online girlfriend Sirpa. Jaako and Sirpa
live in different places and have never met in real
life. But their love is as deep as in the film “Her”
as they confide in and heal each other through
their voices. On the other hand, Sirpa is also
battling her own illness. As it turns out, Jaako
has never seen “Titanic.” He doesn’t believe in
conventional romance conjured by commercial
films, yet he remains steadfast in true love in the
real world.

“Are you Jack or Rose?” Jaako asks Sirpa.

“l am the Titanic,” she replies.
As Sirpa’s condition deteriorates, Jaako
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realises that time is running out. He must seize the
moment and cherish the one he loves the most.
All he can do is gather his courage and venture
out of his home to meet Sirpa. After all, it’s only
two taxis and one train ride away! But the outside
world is full of unexpected dangers. Those with
bad intentions take advantage of his lack of sight
and mobility. However, Jaako chooses to confront
these threats with humour and self-deprecation,
hoping that the villains might have a heart and
spare those in love.

This film unfolds from Jaako’s perspective,
with the camera solely focusing on him, leaving
the background, passers-by and surroundings
out of focus. It is as if the film is being edited
in real time, and the audience can experience
Jaako’s encounters, relying on the sounds of his
surroundings to imagine the dangers around him.
This immersive viewing experience also enables
the audience to feel every moment of a person
with visual impairment.

Do we move forward or retreat in the
face of fear? The sunken Titanic witnesses
the blossoming of love amid disaster. Will the
“Titanic” DVD in Jaako’s backpack make it to
Sirpa? This film seems to transform into a love

story akin to “Titanic”.
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If you can’t see people’s faces, can you still trust them?

One day, my old army buddy Petri contacted
me out of the blue. | had not heard from him in
over two decades. But back in the day, we acted
in the same theatre play at the closing party of
our officer class. In his message, Petri told me that
he had followed my career. He laughed, recalling
how even back then, | barked about becoming a
film director and that his dream job was acting.
24 years later, Petri has graduated from Theatre
Academy and made his living as a professional
actor until he was diagnosed with multiple
sclerosis. His condition is unusually aggressive,
and he is now blind and tied to a wheelchair.

| was shocked at first, but | soon asked
Petri if he still wanted to act. He admitted that
it was still his dream, and | promised to write a
role for him in a film. | wanted to work with Petri,
an actor who happens to have visual impairment
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and is bound to a wheelchair. Our main character
has the same disease as Petri, but the script is
fictional.

As a storyteller, | am obsessed with finding
new angles. With Petri’s help, | discover the
perspectives of the blind and disabled person.
I have not seen a single shot from a blind
person’s perspective. | want to give the audience
a cinematic experience about how it feels to
have visual impairment. The whole film is shot
with close-ups. The world surrounding our main
character is blurry and soft, his face and hands
act as the stage of this film. When you watch it,
you must trust your ears. Can you rely on people
if you cannot see their faces?

Why didn’t the blind man want to watch
“Titanic”? | haven’t seen it either. That becomes
clear when you watch our movie.
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Award-winning Finnish filmmaker Teemu Nikki is a self-taught director, screenwriter and

producer. His first feature film, Euthanizer (2017), won recognition at festivals around the world,
and was selected as the official Finnish entry for the 2019 Academy Awards. His third feature
film, The Blind Man Who Did Not Want to See Titanic (2021), won the Orizzonti Extra Audience
Award at the 2021 Venice Film Festival. Nikki has also written and directed numerous short films
and TV series. Together with producer Jani P6s6, he runs It’s Alive Films, one of the most active
production companies in Finland. Nikki’s style is best described as a good-willed yet unapologetic
political satire of humanity.
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