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Mum’s unfinished bucket list

On a farm in Northern Ireland, two estranged
brothers reunite following their mother’s death.
Lorcan, who has Down syndrome, was inseparable
from Mum. Meanwhile, his older brother, Turlough,
lives in England. Turlough is set on selling the farm
and sending Lorcan to live with their aunt so that
he can return to his “normal” life in the city. At the
simple funeral, however, Lorcan discovers Mum'’s
unfinished bucket list, charting the brothers’
painful reunion towards a different direction.

Lorcan is eager to complete Mum’s bucket
list—the perfect farewell to her and the farm.
Turlough reluctantly agrees. First on the list is
to learn Tai Chi; second, to read a classic novel;
eighth, to pose as a model for an oil painting...
and fly in the sky. Checking off each bucket list
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item leads them on an unimaginable journey,
where a secret is revealed when they reach the
final and 100th item. Will this journey change their
fate or lead to their separation?

An Irish Goodbye explores themes of
tradition, land, loss and mourning through a
poignant family story. It also captures moments of
joy and despair while caring for individuals with
different abilities. The short film is melancholic
yet full of warmth, balancing grief and humour,
especially in Lorcan’s performance, the brothers’
playful banter and their quiet ways of coping with
grief. The emotions and reflections featured in An
Irish Goodbye transcend the boundaries of the
short film genre, garnering an Academy Award
for Best Live Action Short Film.
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“Irish goodbye”

“Irish goodbye” is an English slang that
refers to the act of leaving a party quietly
without saying goodbye. When our lives reach
their final moments, we don’t usually get the
chance to say “Gotta go, see you later!” to our
loved ones. Inevitably, death is like an “Irish
goodbye”. The short film An Irish Goodbye
begins with the sudden passing of Turlough’s
mother, leaving him and his younger brother
Lorcan. Aside from arranging her final affairs,
the brothers must learn to cope with their grief
and change their attitudes and lives.

Lorcan has Down syndrome. Turlough
wants to sell his mother’s Northern Irish farm
and arrange for Lorcan to live with their aunt,
assuming this is the best way for his brother.
But this sparks considerable conflict between
the brothers. Although Lorcan isn’t as sharp,
he is determined and opinionated. He is
adamant about keeping the farm and protecting
the place that their mother left behind. As
Turlough and Lorcan’s disagreement comes to
a deadlock, their mother’s spirit returns in the
form of a bucket list she left behind, allowing
the brothers more time to reconcile their
differences.

Being the older brother, Turlough often
maintains an authoritative air and tells Lorcan
off, as if to discipline him. But Turlough isn’t
someone who is driven by profit to sell the farm
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and cash out. His primary concern is securing
Lorcan’s life going forward. Having moved
to London with a demanding job, Turlough
can’t take care of Lorcan by himself. It is the
bond between the brothers and their sense of
independence and stubborn determination that
make An Irish Goodbye most touching. In fact,
Lorcan isn’t that vulnerable after all. His fiery
and impulsive temperament often surpasses
Turlough’s. Despite Turlough’s practical and
reasonable plans, it is hard not to be moved by
Lorcan’s resolute resolve to fulfil their mother’s
bucket list. And although Lorcan may seem
incapable of taking care of himself in addition
to his shortcomings, he is, after all, a person
with his own thoughts, feelings and autonomy.
Like you and me, his voice deserves to be heard
and respected.

James Martin, who plays Lorcan in the
film, is also a person with Down syndrome. But
for directors, Tom Berkeley and Ross White,
this film was never intended to focus on this
character’s condition. “Once we got to know
James, we saw how he is a multidimensional
actor. Out of the many things that make him an
interesting person, ‘Down syndrome’ is a long
way down the list. He’s a funny and charming
actor,” says Ross. An Irish Goodbye is full of
tender love and respect for people, family and
land, both on and off screen.
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Award-winning filmmaking duo Tom Berkeley and Ross White rose to prominence in 2023
with their breakout black comedy An Irish Goodbye - the first short film in history to win an
Oscar, BAFTA and IFTA award. Hailing from England and Northern Ireland respectively, the pair
began working together in 2019, founding Belfast-based Floodlight Pictures as a vehicle through
which to produce their work. Their debut short film ROY (2021), starring BAFTA winner David
Bradley, played at over 50 international film festivals and was one of ten films shortlisted for
Best British Short Film at the 75th BAFTA Awards. The duo’s most recent short film, The Golden
West, played festivals internationally following Grand Jury Awards at Raindance, Aesthetica and
Norwich Film Festivals in 2023.
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