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The Chameleons on
the football ground
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On the football pitch, passion and inspiration
reign. “One, two, three, go Chameleons!”

I Camaleonti (“Chameleons”) is a unique
football team from Switzerland. Formed in 2019,
it is an inclusive team made up of individuals with
different abilities. Under the dedicated guidance
of coach Boris Angelucci, the team learns to
support one another through every goal and foul,
honing their football skills and embracing the
spirit of sportsmanship.

This documentary follows | Camaleonti as
they compete in an international tournament
in Bonn, Germany, against elite teams like
Chelsea and Paris Saint-Germain. But trouble
strikes before the match begins. One player
feels homesick and longs for his mother, while
another experiences a panic attack. Yet, like
true chameleons, the team remains resilient and
adapts to unpredictable circumstances. Coach
Boris, the team’s pillar, leads with gentleness. He
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calms the players during critical moments and
emphasises the essence of football: learn from
each other and enjoy the game.

On the pitch, the team bursts with energy—
heading, kicking, scoring backheel goals and
bicycle kicks, attacking and defending with
precision and skill. They first beat Chelsea, then
defeat Paris Saint-Germain, blasing a miraculous
trail toward the championship title! The audience
erupts in cheers, not just for their performance
but also for the spirit and love they radiate on
the pitch. “One, two, three, go Chameleons!”

This heartfelt documentary captures |
Camaleonti’s best moments in action, sharing
the team’s joys and pains. It highlights the
camaraderie between the players and their
coach, conveying a sense of warmth to every
viewer.

So, how does it end in Bonn? Watch the
documentary to find out.
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Adapted and Disability Football

Football is one of the most popular sports
in the world. On the football pitch, elite athletes
strive to win. However, not all matches are only
about winning. The meaning and values of some
matches far exceed the final score.

According to a survey by the Union of
European Football Associations (UEFA), nearly
87 miillion individuals in Europe have varying
degrees of disabilities. Half of them have never
participated in any recreational or sports
activities. In recent years, the UEFA and major
European football organisations have been
actively advocating for inclusive football projects,
allowing individuals of different abilities to
discover fulfilment in team sports. “Adapted
football” is tailored to the needs of individuals
with different abilities and offers several
categories. This include powerchair football,
which allows wheelchair users to play using
electric wheelchairs. In other football matches for
visually impaired individuals, sighted goalkeepers

are allowed while all other players wear blindfolds.
The football is equipped with metal pieces that
produce sound when it rolls, helping players
locate the ball. “I Camaleonti” participates in
matches specifically for individuals with special
educational needs. The eligibility criteria for these
matches are generally more relaxed, typically
requiring athletes to meet the following three
conditions: 1. an 1Q of 75 or below; 2. difficulty
adapting to daily activities; and 3. the presence of
learning disabilities before the age of 18.

“l Camaleonti” is most valuable for capturing
the players and coach Boris’ genuine emotions.
They experienced distress and frustration on and
off the pitch. Yet, they also felt joy and touching
moments when they achieved their goals as
a team. These emotions and thoughts are no
different than those of the general public. In the
end, everyone holds a passion and pure desire to
surpass themselves on the football pitch. At that
moment, disability becomes irrelevant.
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Swiss documentary director Patrick Botticchio trained in Switzerland as a professional
photographer, and studied cinematography at the prestigious ESCAC film school in Spain. After
working as director of photography on a number of short films and videos, he returned to
Switzerland to work as camera operator with Swiss public TV network RSI. Botticchio’s career
as a director was launched with his first feature documentary “Blenio, Utah” (2019), which was
recognised with several international awards. In 2009, he co-founded the production company
Primitive Films with editor Alberto Bernad. Together they currently produce national productions
and international co-productions of documentaries and fiction.

EiENIES Director & Cinematographer BijE Editing
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Daniele Galdi
Michael Gelmann
Savan Gianinazzi
Marin Giorgio
Cedric Jelmini
Carmen Lentini
Gustavo Marques
Alain Pedersini
Lorenzo Schnyder
Sinisa Tanackovic

BL® producer
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Michael Beltrami

FEBHTE Production Assistant
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BERBZHN Sound & Color Grading
TR R - HIRS Patrick Botticchio
& HISYE Post Production
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£44E Production
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Luisella Formentl

Primitive Films Studios

RSI (Radiotelevisione Svizzera) and Primitive Films




